If youhave yourBible, turn to Acts 2. | want usto look back at atext that started us
away fromthebookof Lukejug a couple of weeks ago, and | want usto see some of the
thingsgoing onin it tha we didn®get to point outin it a couple of weeks ago. Insead of
dtarting in verse 42 this time, wel®e goingto start in 41. Basically what hgppensisthe
disciples who have been mortified since the death and ascenson of Jesushave the Holy
Spirit fall onthem. Don® get nervous BaptistsN it@ in theBible. There are tongues of
fire, and al of asudden these men who have been so cowardly thiswholetime all of a
sudden have this supernaura courage. Andthey head outinto the crowdstha have
gathered in Jerusalem. And they begin to preach and teach and prodaim, buteverybody
hearsit in thar own languaye. So at theend of tha sermon, there@ thefastest church
growth in the history of theworld occurs tha we know of. Andin verse 41, here@@ what
it says; (Bothose who received his word were bapized, andthere were addel that day
aboutthree thousand souls.O Tha@ oneheck of an altar call, correct? Tha® alot of
oneyear Bibles handed out Tha@ alot of men and women who are now professing
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. So you went from this small band of disciples that could
have been anywhere from 120to 500, and youQve jug got this kind of the uppe echdon
of leadership of tha 120to 500in the uppea roomwhen thetongues fall fromthe sky.
And then they gooutin courage and begin to prodaim the gogpd, and your Church, the
universal Church, jug went anywhere from 120to 500to now anywhere from 3120to
3500. Quite theday. Now, |et@ read what we read a couple of weeks ago nowin the
contest of that. Verse 42: OAnd they devoted themselves to the apodlesCteaching andthe
fellowship, to thebreaking of bread andtheprayers. And awe came uponevery soul, and
manywonde's and signswer e being donethroughtheapogles. And all who bdieved
were togdaher andhadall thingsin common. Andthey were selling thar possessionsand
bdongingsanddistributing the proceedsto all, asanyhadneed. Anddaybyday,
attending the temple togeher andbreaking bread in their horres, they received ther food
with glad andgeneroushearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And
the Lord addel to ther nunber day by daythose who were beng saved.O So you have
thisinitial surge of 3000people, and then the Scriptures are clear tha day by day, tha
every day, there are new men and new women who are bdieving and are cominginto this
church herein Jerusalem. And | Qre taughtthis text 100times, butit was only in thelast
couple of weekstha | started trying to actudly think throughthelogistics of this. |

mean, tha@ alot of homes, isn®it? Tha@alot of homes, and tha@ alot of lasagna
Youdo adinne here, you do lasagnaor you do spagheiti, something where there@ jus a
big, nasty pot, and it® hard to jack it up. You want to do something big and easy. But
thisisn®that time period. Thisisacomplex thingtha@ occurring where you®e gat up
to 3500men, women and children and numbers bang added to this groupdaily, but day
by day by day they®e meeting in homes and listening to teaching. Andday by day by
day they@e in awe. They®e worshiping. They®e doing miracles. They®e giving each
other words  They®e walking with oneanother deeply. Thisis aprofoundperiod of time
where | dor®knowtha anybodycould befringe Like here where we arein theBible
BeltN | don®lament tha. 1t@jus where God put us Maybe He@ angry; maybe He(3
not | donMdknow. Where we are, it very, very possible to come and sit and bea part
withoutever redly beingapat. Becauseif youlook at this, | jus don®know how that
would be possible. 3500people at least with people being added day after day after

dayN that@ alot of guysteaching, isn®it? Tha@ more than just one two, three, four,



five guysteaching. Now youQre gotalot of guysteaching, and you®e gotalot of guys
teaching who don®have a lot of backgroundand alot of commentaries to reference.
You®e gotalot of people opening up their homes after 12-14 hourdays usudly working
in thefield or in themarket who are opening up their homes and going, GCome onin.

L et@ keep doingthis.O | can®even imaginethe different styles of worship blowing up
across 1% century Jeruslem. Y ou®e got, that we know of, dozensand dozens of
languayes already represented. Do you remember the story? Peter gets up and starts to
prodaim and everybodyhearsit in thar own language, ther own naive tongue And so
dready in this church of 3500,you®e gotall these different languagyes. Well, 1®n
guessing they met together, and thar culture mightjug dictate tha worship occurs maybe
alittle bit different than like this groupover here does. 1t@jug arealy beautiful moment
in Chrigtian history.

Andthen | jug can®imagine preparing all that food. 1®n serioudy tryingto get my head
aroundit, knowing what | know aboutthe 1% century. | just can®get my head around
prepaing foodlike this. How many homes are open? How many people are cooking?
How many people are cleaning? You®e gotall kindsof different kindsof gifts here.
Andwe haven®donea big series onthe supenatura gifts of theHoly Spirit, butyou®e
got people who have words of knowledge and they®@e throwing them out Y ou®e got
another peson who has atongue and then this peson interprets atongue And then
you@e got this guy over here that has avision that hewants to share. And youQe got
this guy over here that has adream. Andthen in the middle of al tha, youQre got crazy
people who don®really butsay they do. Y ou gotthem now, you had them then. Andif
you have those kind of gifts, youle welcome here. We bdieve in those kind of gifts. If
you® opeatein hunility, you@ aways find awarm home here. If you pull aQrhus
saith the LordON everybodyobeys you, or they@e disobedientN then it goingto be
uncomfortable herefor you. So you®e gotall these thingshagppening. You®e gat the
apogles who are walking and going, ONo. Yes. Tha® notright. Don®teach that
anymore. Tha® nat what we bdieve. Stoptha. Quit tha.O AndyouQre gotthem
managing al these things Andif youdl follow the rest of thebookof Acts, here@ what
happensN the gogpd keeps hitting people in everyday life. There are these busness men
that end up getting saved, and they have tonsof land; and they just sell ther landsN
pluralN to sow into thekingdom And later on, there this busnesswoman named
LydiaN big time, just alot of money, lot of influence. Bigtime seller of purple
garmentsN which might not bethere now, butit was back then. Y ou can sell purmple
garments now, and there® probably notmillionsof dollarsin that; but back then that was
adyetha was very rare, very hard to get, color of royaty. She( aseeker of God. She®
alwaystryingto figure out who Godis. It shows up and transorms her life, and then al
of asudden shebeginsto walk in this power. Andshebeginsto walk in this ministry.
And then you®e got Roman soldiers that are getting saved. And you®e gotthose of
Caesar® houshold that are getting saved. And you®e got like saves and demon
possessed people that are getting saved. And every time thegogd hits oneof these
people, it just keepspushing it forwardN like there® this movement. Nobodyseemsto
get hit by thegogd and just staysthere. It seemslike it@ creating. 1t@ damminginto
souls, and it@ moving; and it® creating. Andit@ creating al sorts of different things
1t& notlike, Orhisis wha happensright after youget saved. Right after you get saved,



thisiswha you do.O Like some people, thegogd pendrates their heart, and they open
upther home. Some people, thegopd pendratesther heart, andthey jug start cooking
dinne for therest of the people. Some people, thegopd pendratesther heart, and
they@e cleaning the dishes tha other people ate off of. And some people, the gogd
pendrates ther heart, and they want to teach it so badly tha there@firein thar bonesN
they feel overwhdmed by it. Andfor some people, thegogd penetrates thar heart, and
they@e redl cerebral; and so they begin to systematize our theological dodrine Andfor
others, thegopd hitsthar soul, and they@e like, @ gotto get out of Jerusalem. | am out
of here. 1®n goingto Ephesus |®n goingto Corinth. 1Qe gotto get outof here. Other
people have gotto hear this.O And other people, the gogd penetratesthdr heart, and
they just start being able to prayN | mean spookypray. Mos of uspray, but like they
pray and stuff happens Tha@® different, huh? And | always think we should agonize
over thefact tha so little happenswhen we pray. WeQe gotto get better at that. It just
seems like thegogd hits, and it just moves. It jus takes off, butit@ never in thesame
direction. Everybodyhas this different skill set. And here@ thefunnything. If you®
read it, when thegogd pendrates their heart, they don®deviate from the gifts they were
usudly opaatingin. 1t@jug all of asudden there® power, andit makes sense. 1t@ like
they@e gifting gotfreed up. Likeif youlook at the apodle Paul, hewas aways an
intellect. Hewas aways passionde. Passion did not hgppen to Paul at convesion. He
was traveling the andient empire killing ChristiandN passionae. He® an intellectN knew
thelaw forward and backward. Go read hisrZsumz: a Pharisee of Pharisees, of thetribe
of Benjamin, circumcised on the eighth day, a Hebrew of Hebrews, in regard to thelaw,
faultiess. Never blew thelawN had it down. So then wha happens? Christ penetrates
his heart. All that passion, al tha zeal, all tha brain, nowfreed up by thegogd of Jesus
Christ to be used for what God wired it into him for to begin with. It jus keepsmoving
and moving and moving.

WeQre been caughtupinit. Youand |, weQre gotcaughtupin this thing too. | want to
try to explain it jug alittle bit. Flip over to 1 Corinthians 12 with me. | want youto see
this. Wel pick it upin verse 4. Now thelist of giftsthat are going to belaid out hereN
they@e not exhaudive by any stretch of theimagination. In fact, there@ two other lists
tha | know of in theNew Testament alonethat list out completely different gifts than the
onestha are aboutto belisted here. So thisisn@an exhaudive list of wha the gifts are;
they®e jug alist. But| want youto hear this. QNow there are varieties of gifts, butthe
same Sprit; andthere are varieties of service, butthe same Lord; andthere are varieties
of adtivities, butit is the same God who empowersthem all in everyone To eachisgiven
the manifestation of the Sprit for the common goad.O So in each oneof uswho bdieve,
there is an externd outflowing of the goppd @ penetration into our heart for the
upbuiding of everyoneelse. When thegogd penetrates your heart and my heart, there
is given to usby the Holy Spirit something that® going to come out of usthat is for the
goodof everyoneelse aroundus Let@ keep going. Verse 8. GFor to oneis given
throughthe Sprit the utterance of wisdom andto anoher the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Sprit...O | can®tell you how badly | want to explain this to you
rightnow. Keep going. Q..to anoher faith by thesame Sprit, to anoher gifts of healing
by the oneSprit, to anothe theworking of mirades, to anohe prophey, to another the
ability to distinguish between spirits, to anoher variouskindsof tongues, to anaher the



interpretation of tongues. All these are empowered by oneandthe same Sprit, who
appottionsto each oneindividualy ashewills.O So it endsin avery similar fashion to
how it begins by saying that this gifting is not so much a corporate gifting (although
there are times corporate gifts are given) butrather gifts given individudly for the
common good.

Now, here@ thething | need to distinguish here. There are two things| need to cha with
you about Oneistha there are avariety of gifts, and a variety of services and a variety
of activities. | lovethat that one8in therejug in case. Paul was brilliant at that. |f
youd read through Paulineliterature, he® brilliant at this. He aways will putoneword
at theend jug in case heforgot anything. If youd watch hislists, there@® almogt always
aword near theend of hislist tha® kind of al encompassing. Andtha@wha hejust
did here. Thee@ avariety of gifts. There@ avariety of skills. There@ avariety of
activities (thingsyou do), and they®e given individudly, for al of us, for thecommon
good\ building up thebody. Which meansnotall of usare going overseas to be
missionaies. Some of usare. It meansnotall of usare goingto read every booktha
ever comes out and then decidewhether or not others should read it, but some of usare.
And some of us wele going to pray for hours and hours and hou's but notall of us
Some of usare going to study and exegete Scripture like you wouldn® bdieve. Webe
going to break down word for word. We®e gaingto learn the Greek. We®e going to do
al of that. We®e going to lovetha. Wede gangto lovetha we have the ability to do
tha butnotall of us Some of usare goingto open up our homes and have tonsof people
init butnotall of us Thebookof Romansactudly saystha giving, generosty, is
actudly a gift of the Holy Spirit, that there are those who will give money away and were
gifted by Godto dotha. | knowmog people do not think they were. Tha® another
sermon. Buttha® actudly agift. Some people have been given alot, and they@e been
given the gift of generodtyN they just giveit avay. Some of uswe®e going to love
systematic theology, and some of usaren® Some of usare going to love acts of service.
Like we®e going to loveto feed thehomeless butnotall of us Andtha® okay. 1t@so
important that we get tha, because | think so many of usare jus absolutely paralyzed
because we see that guy@ gift or that girl® gift, or wha she does or what they do, and we
feel guilty because we don®know howto opeate in wha we were meant to do, and what
we were meant to be. And so we think we(e supposed to be ateacher, or we think wede
suppo®d to love Wayne Grudan@ biblical dodrine book. Wede just suppogd to hug
tha thing and write our namein it and have a picture of Wayne on our refrigerator, and
wele suppogd to betha guy. But youdon®have to betha guy; weQre gotguyslike
tha hereN more than | want hereif | was to be horest with you. There@ a variety of
gifts, avariety of activities, but they were all given for the building up of thebody.

And then thething | love aboutthisis it@ the same Spiritin al of us Thesame Spirit
tha makes oneperson open up ther home is the same Spirit that makes another go
downtown and feed thehomeless. The same Spirit that makes someonego to the same
Starbudks, day in and day out, and know the barista@®@ name and pray for them is the same
Spirit that makes onefamily pack up everything they own and moveto the other side of
theplanet. 1t@ the same Spirit working, moving, stirring. In fact, oneof the objective
evidences of thegogd really takingrootin the place is these kind of things these



different gifts building up thebody. Here at the Village, there@® a guy named Geoff, who
is named after Geoffrey Chaucer, and you don®have much of a chance of nat beinga
literary geek if you were named after Geoffrey Chaucer. He@ just been saved afew
years, and he has this brilliant mind and is unbdievable at writingN and all that stuff just
works for him. For me, | struggle with writing, but | can articulate with my mouth. You
put him on akeyboad, and hedl work it. And God@ redeemed his mind and saved his
mind. And he@® aguywho, if you ever send an e-mail and ask a theological question, it
going to Geoff. And Geoff@ goingto get that. He( going to write you aresponse back.
He( going to articulate aresponse and send it back to you. He@ writing small group
curriculumrightnow. Thegogd hit his heart, and wha came out of him iswhat God
wired in him. Thee@® alady named Catherine here, and she@ jug apray-er. She@just
adways praying. Sometimesin themiddle of youtalking to her, she®jug praying while
you@e takingto her. 10n like, Hey, IQe gotabusy day...O And she@ already, GDh
Jesus, give him strength today.O And she@ a lady who jug has the gift of prayer, and
when she prays, thingshappen; and shehhearswell fromtheLord. And she® such an
encourager in that gift. Shecan hear from theLord. Shecan say, Q think the Lord wants
me to say thisto you.O Sheopeates in humility. 1t@ agift, andit buldsup thebody.
Geoff@ gift, it buildsup thebody. 1&e gotso many here. There@ this groupof teachers
in DentonN the school tha they werein wasin alot of trouble. Their kidsdid notdo
well onthe standardized tests. And so they were threatened tha the State was going to
comein. They didn®know what to do, so oneof theteachersthere just said, (Hey,
welve jug gotto pray.O And she started gathering these other teachersin thelibrary
during lunch, andthey jud prayed. They jud prayed, and they jud prayed. Andthen
other teachers started to join them. Some teacherstha weren®even bdievers; they
would jug come and sit down and watch this group pray. Andthen thekidstookthetest
and blew thetest up. They did amazingonit. And thisisjug some of our people. There
are ove two hunded fifty men and women at the Village Church who mentor in schools
al acrossthisarea. They®e jus giving up their time mentoring students. Now we don®
have to all mentor students, butsome are. There@a girl at the University of North Texas
named Katie, whois an art ssudent. Jug a couple of weeks ago, she opened up basically
agdlery at ha hous where shehungup all her art; and sheinvited ha neghbors, he
peers, her profs and her friends  Shejug had this night where there@ her art hanging up,
and she@ building relationships  Sheactudly putatip jar out It made$30N gaveto the
Flower Moundexpanson campagn. And shejud had thisreally beautiful nightwhere
her gift, thegift of art, was able to flow outN the gospd flew outof her. 1t moved her to
create, and then sheinvited othersin to be built up by wha God created throughher gift.
There@ like over onehunded fifty men and women here at the Villagewho are home
group leaders who open up ther hous every week, every other week. They study. They
prepare. They look over notes. They ge ready. Some of them cook meals. Some of
them cook meals every week. Some just have some coffee and some cake, but still that®
anight of theweek that they have families tha they have other things butthey®e
opening up thar homes. Thegod has pendrated ther heart, and so now they don®
care. GDkay, it® Tuesday night, let® open up thehous. 1t@ Thursday night, let@ open
up thehou®.O Claudeand Celeste. Claudeworks 60-70 hous aweek and runsthe pre-
marital program here and meets with other older couges who can engage other couples.
He( aso heavily involved in Compassion Internaiond. TheyQre adopied, | don®even



know, 6 billion kidsor something. And he® aguywho fliesto Africa, and hefliesto
Guaemala condantly. He doesn®get paid to dotha. He@notaguylike me who sits
behind a desk, and you pay meto dowhat | do. He worksajoblike you, and has been so
moved by thegogd of Christ that he@ willing to keep his temperature set at a certain
temperature and drive a certain kind of car that gets this kind of gas mileageall to free up
capital so tha hemight lovethepoor. They®e al over our church. Jeff and CherylN
Godjud restored ther marriage. They were divorced, and God restored it. Now they
open up ther home, maybe every night of theweek. They®e congantly doing these
sacred marriage small groupswhere they get couples togeher who have marriages that
arein distress and jug pou into and lovethem. And they@e this example of what
happensin thegopd, tha He can recondle through the mosgt painful of circumstances.
There@ a nameless maniN and | ®n keeping him nameless for my own safety, who with
hiswifeN beautiful older couple, has funded a school in inne-city Dallasfor very
troubled youngmen and women. And they have funded it as well as given thar time to
teach at it. There® agroupof dentists and oral surgeonswho head to Romania and other
pats of theworld. There® agroup headed to Sudan in JuneN wedl betelling youmore
abouttha so tha you can pray. 1t@ notthesafest place ontheplane rightnow. There@
aman named Randy and Cindy whose marriage was on therocks, and thegogd
intervened. Now they teach at our Recovery, are very involved at our Recovery. There®
Scott and Amandaand dozens of others who open up ther hometo foder kids And
those who can®open up ther homes to foster kidsopen up ther homes on theweekends
so tha those who do foder care can give thefoder kidsto tha hous for the weekend so
they can go breathe alittle bit. There@® agroup of busness men who go downtown and
feed the homeless and care for thehomeless. Thee@® agrouptha headsdown to the
Amazon. There® awoman named Elaing who®anurse, who®@headed to Liberiain
June BobandJulieN Bob®a surgeon, he headsto Kenyathis summer. Shaneand
Alison adopted little Moses from Zambia, and God has so moved and impressed and
gtirred onthdr heart. They®e movingthere later this summer also. We have an Asia
team that@ jug getting back. Mog of them are already home. Y ou@e probebly already
starting to see some of them. Theentirety of theteam will be home soon. Assoonas
everyone3 home, weldl pull them up on stage and say, Orhese are men and womenN the
gopd pendrated ther hearts, and theyQ@e jud said, Thegopd isbeter. Jesusis better.
Thisthing is better.@ And | don®want to over-romanticize this thing. 1t@& been hard for
every oneof these. There have been sacrifices madefor every oneof these. Thae®
been areas of pan for every oneof these, butthe gogd is better than life. Itis, soitjug
keepsmoving them. There@® a guy named Jay who ownslike an indugria playground
company. Like nottha gheto oneyou built in your backyard, the onetha@® probably
notall tha safe, theoneyou had to jud rig just alittle bit so it® even, so thekid didn®
swinginto thedide He makeslike thekindsfor schools and thingslike that, andthe
busnessjud gotreally successful. Andthegospd began to weigh on his heart, trandorm
his heart, so what he started doing is with some of the profits tha this company was
making, is hestarted donaing these indugrial-sized playgroundsto orphanagesin Israel,
in Africa, in South America. Thegogd pendrated hisheart. Andguesswha? He
didn®become a preacher/teacher. Guesswha? He didn®goto seminary. No, he
continues to do this very profitable busness, but he doesit nowfor the glory of Christ.
There@ ayoungman named Paul here who@ in corporate real estate who, with a couple



of his buddies, jus head down to Haiti a couple of times every yearN and notto vacation,
butto loveonthepoorandtheafflicted in Haiti. Andthisisjug me off thetop of my
head. | didn®make any calls to gaher this. | didn®go, Hey, tell me wha® goingonin
your depatment. Hey, wha@ going onover here?0 Thisisjug wha we know. There
are hundedsand hundedsof othe storiesin other livestha are going onin this place
that | couldn®tell you about But it hgppening because the god penerated thar
heartsN and loveN weve taughtit from day onehereN loveis notstatic. It creates. And
it moves, andit pushes forward.

Look over in Ephesians 4, because there@ two things| want to addressin al of this.
Wedl pick it upin verse 15. (Rather, speaking thetruth in love, we are to growupin
every way into himwhoisthehead, into Christ, fromwhomthewhole body; joined and
held together by every joint with which it is equipped...O All those variety of gifts, all
those variety of passions all thoe variety of activities. Q..when each part isworking
propaly, makes thebodygrow so thatit buildsitself up in love.O So when the gogpd
penetrates our heart and beginsto overflow out of us and we open up our home; or we go
to the other side of theworld; or we feed homeless; or we use our busness for theglory
of GodN on and onwe could go hereN in all of these things wha@ happeningisthe
building up of thebody. Like wha Geoff does, it buildsupthebody. Wha Catherine
doss, it buildsupthebody. Wha Paul does, it buildsup thebody. Thetestimony of the
Asiateam, it buldsup thebody. Thos dentists, those dodors, those families, al these
stories that we went throughN we could have donedozens moreN they build up thebody.
They encourage. They chdlenge One of thereasonswe wanted to start showing you
testimonies on the screen week in and week outis so tha you would see, so tha you
would be encouraged, so tha youwould be stirred, so tha thegogpd might churn in you
and create. Two things! want to address. One, and themog serious What if there@ no
movement? Wha if we know about Jesus, and we can say, no, Jesusis this; and wha if
welve had thos momentsin the past where there@® been movement in the past butright
now, where we are, where our lives are, there@ jug no movement. There@ no energy.
Thee@ novitality. There@nozeal. Wejus feel stuck? You been there? So what do
we do then? Well, that@ awhole other sermon. 113 awhole other series of sermons
Because there@ alot of different thingsthat could be playing outthere. Y ou could be
confused aboutwhat thegogd redly is. Youcoud betryingto do thisyoursdlf, jug
tryingto begoodandreligious Tha@arealy harible placeto be Thee mightbe
bitterness and unforgiveness in your heart. That® going to really short-circuit some of
these things There could beanger. There could be hurt, desp-seated hurt. Y oudre been
woundel. You®e been pundied in thesoul. There could beasinissuein yourlifeN just
blatant, you knowit. We don®know it because you®e keeping it a secret. But you know
it. 1t@habitud. 1t@ congdant. Youcan®shakeit. Tha® goingto affect some of these
things Tha®why week after week after week, | talk to you aboutRecovery here at the
Village And1@n nota Recovery junkie, and | don@think that it will solve everything,
buthee@wha it is: 1t@ discipleship on steroids | can promise youthat. It isbig, nasty
discipleship. Andthose groupsin Recovery, wha al our groupsshould look like: open,
honest, getting to heart issues. Andso if thisisyou, if there@ no movement right now, if
you@e jus kind of hit tha place where everything, it@ stagnant, and it@ dry; and it& not
movingN then theyQe gotatable outthereN Recovery at theVillage They jus started



another step study in Denton. They@ start another onein Highland Villageherein just
another month. Thisisthat place you can pluginto. Thisisaplace tha can hdp you
identify. Sometimesyoujud need aguide | did. Andlisten. Let mejud say thisso you
know. Goingthroughthe stepsand doing Recovery, it doesn®necessarily free you from
whatever your problem is, but longtheway, you® get to know Jesus more and more
and more. And| can promise youthis. Themore you know Jesus theless power that(
have, whaever tha is. Tha@issuenumber oneout of this that | wanted to talk with you
aboutand the mog important.

Here@ issue number two. My first Wednesday night here at the Village, five and a hdf
years ago now, there were like 20 of ushere. Serioudy. Wednesday night About20 or
300of ushee. Andl sat up onthefront row, and aman named Dan Kemp, who was one
of our eders, and henowrunsa ministry upin Oklahomg, basically Sherman and all that
up thereN | was sitting on our frontrow, and | was just praying while hewas doing some
introdudion kind of thing. And| gotthis picture in my head. Here@what thepictureis.
| gotthe picture of aman sitting on arecliner, and his feet were up. And hewas
watching like a big screen television, and he had a cigarette jug kind of loosly hanging
outof hismouth. | have avivid imaginaion. Andtha picturein my mindjug felt rea
heavy, real oppressed. So | jug kind of prayed and said, GDkay, | dor® know this man in
my head. What isthis?0 And | just kind of felt the Lord going, He@® out there.O And so
| gotup. Theeare some of youin thisroomwhowere in tha roomwith me. | gat up,
and hae@what | said: He@ outthere. There® aguy outthere, and he@ out there right
now. Andhishomeisjug heavy, andit@ oppressed. Andthere® nofreedomthere, and
there@® no joy there; and there@® noworship there. Andit@ thick, and hehaesit; and
God®@ going to save him. He® going to save him. He going to transform his heart.
He( going to infuse his home with joy. 1t& goingto happen.O Andthetruthiis, five and
ahdf years later, hundedsof you are tha guy. Hundreds of you are men and women
whowerein that state, in that place, and because of thegogd moving througha variety
of gifts and a variety of activities and a variety of people® lives, you®e come to be set
free by thegogd of JesusChrist. So here@®@ what | wanted to say to you tonight, which
leadsusinto wha weQ®e tryingto do over at the Albertson@ he@ till outthere.
Hundreds of them, thousindsof themN they®e still out there, crested by God to worship
Him, butingead worshiping really pety, temporary, empty things So if youwant to
know why it@time to leave this really beautiful, ornate, red brick building and head over
to the Flower Moundcampus theold Albertson®, to moveinto a new 1,400 seat
auditorium, it because he@ still outthere. Andthere are hundeeds of them trying to get
in here, and we have to turn them away. If you want to knowwhy, withoutany shame,
|®n going, ONVe need $3 million by May 17th and 18th, and we need faith pledges that
are going to get usto $10millionin the next three years.O Y ouwant to knowwhy | can
stand up here withoutshame, say tha and ask for tha? Because he@ still outthere. Do
you know why we®e designing the preschool space like it is and the children@ space like
itis? Because he@gotkids Andif heloves his kidsanythinglike | like ming, then we
need him and he to feel safe dropping them off. Andwe need when ther kids leave this
place, to go, @ know my teacher@ name, and | know the groupof kidsthat | sat withON
notwalking into a group of 500-600where they get swallowed up. They®e loved on
individudly, prayed for, talked to individudly. Do you know why this Flower Mound



thing®@ so important? Listen, hopeully youknow already. 1@ do thisfor therest of my
life in this building. | lovethisbuilding. Do you know how many cool, unbdievable,
God-saturated, Holy Spirit thingshave occurred in this place? 1@n probably goingto
have agoodday of weeping when it@time to move. 1@ go all weird and reflective and
jug kind of sit in here in my drawers with my joumd. That was probably too much. |
apologize for tha. 1t@ because he@ till outthere. Shoot some of you arein here
tonight already, you®@e here. So tha@ why I®n nat ashamed, that@ why |®n not bothered
to stand up here and go, Q_ook, weQre got 3-4 weeks leftN $3 million cash and then faith
promises to get usthrough$7 millionin thenext three years.O Why? To build a
kingdomunto ourselves? 1t@ agrocery store. Tha® notkingdombuilding. If you@e
jus kind of bitter, abitter church person, you Wom‘)getjudged for tha hereN mog of us
are recovering fromtha. Butyou can(t)say welde kingdombuilding. Welde notbuming
cash, and we®e not backing off of wha wede doing missiondly. In fact, wele aboutto
monunentally increase it. Why can we not be ashamed aboutthat, not beworried about
it? Because he@ outthere. Andit wasn®longagotha | was the onewhowas out there,
but Jeff Faircloth, usng avariety of gifts and activities, walked up to me after footbdl
practice and started sharing thegosd with me. And hetook me to thisroomN it was
actudly afamily life center which is afancy Baptist phrase for gym. Tha@true Swear.
Go to any Baptist church. Family life center equds gymnasium. Andwe went in the
gym, and it was called Qesusand Me.O And we walked in there singing songs and | just
sat intheeanddrank it al in. There was aroom for me towalk into. | was outthere.
Youwere outthere. Somebodyelse madethe sacrifice. Somebody else used ther
variety of gifts. Somebodyelse spent ther money to open up. Youknowyoudein here
right now; you@e sitting in this roomright now, whether you@e in Denton or Highland
Village because someonegave a big amountof money to knodk outwalls, to add chars,
to fix air conditioning units, to repave a back field so tha you would have a place to park.
You@e in here now because somebody already did it. So it your turn, because he@ out
there. Andif we stop caring abouthim, then we®e going to shrivel up and die. If we
stop caring abouthim and jugt care aboutusN well, it@ over. Wejus don®know it yet.

Let@pray. Orhere® so much onmy heart toright, Father. 1t@& hard for meto pray here.
| want to pray for those who feel stagnant and stuck. | wantto pray tha Y ouwould kill
off some pridein them so they can move, so they can get hdp so they@ freely maybe
walk upto tha Recovery table. My prayer istha Youwould let people walk in ther
giftsand notfed guilty tha they don®have some gift tha they view, for whatever weird
reason, as highe or better, butthat they mightenjoy and lovetheir place, whether tha®
opening ahome or hdping park cars or jug beingagodly man at the office. And| want
to pray for theman in therecliner. | knowhe@ probably notrealy in arecliner. | know
hemight noteven beaman, but heor shell they®e out there, and al the hurt that can
exist when other thingsare worshiped besides youisthere. Andit@ evident, and it
destructive. AndY ou have such sufficient grace, such apassionto beworshiped. So |
pray forthem. AndI pray aboutthe Flower Mourd building. | pray for $3 million here
in next four weeks. | pray for $7 million over thenext three years. | pray tha thiswould
beagenerousbody. | pray tha Y ouwould protect usfromall thelittle nuances of
moving and changing and all of tha, God. But we need space, and Y ou®e given usa
building; so | trugt that Y ou® give usthefundsto get in it. We loveYou, sweet King.



Helpus [t&for Your beautiful name. Amen.O



