
If you have your Bible, turn to Acts 2.  I want us to look back at a text that started us 
away from the book of Luke just a couple of weeks ago, and I want us to see some of the 
things going on in it that we didnÕt get to point out in it a couple of weeks ago.  Instead of 
starting in verse 42 this time, weÕre going to start in 41.  Basically what happens is the 
disciples who have been mortified since the death and ascension of Jesus have the Holy 
Spirit fall on them.  DonÕt get nervous, BaptistsÑ itÕs in the Bible.  There are tongues of 
fire, and all of a sudden these men who have been so cowardly this whole time all of a 
sudden have this supernatural courage.  And they head out into the crowds that have 
gathered in Jerusalem.  And they begin to preach and teach and proclaim, but everybody 
hears it in their own language.  So at the end of that sermon, thereÕs the fastest church 
growth in the history of the world occurs that we know of.  And in verse 41, hereÕs what 
it says: ÒSo those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day 
about three thousand souls.Ó  ThatÕs one heck of an altar call, correct?  ThatÕs a lot of 
one-year Bibles handed out.  ThatÕs a lot of men and women who are now professing 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  So you went from this small band of disciples that could 
have been anywhere from 120 to 500, and youÕve just got this kind of the upper echelon 
of leadership of that 120 to 500 in the upper room when the tongues fall from the sky.  
And then they go out in courage and begin to proclaim the gospel, and your Church, the 
universal Church, just went anywhere from 120 to 500 to now anywhere from 3120 to 
3500.  Quite the day.  Now, letÕs read what we read a couple of weeks ago now in the 
contest of that.  Verse 42: ÒAnd they devoted themselves to the apostlesÕ teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  And awe came upon every soul, and 
many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles.  And all who believed 
were together and had all things in common.  And they were selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.  And day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food 
with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people.  And 
the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.Ó  So you have 
this initial surge of 3000 people, and then the Scriptures are clear that day by day, that 
every day, there are new men and new women who are believing and are coming into this 
church here in Jerusalem.  And IÕve taught this text 100 times, but it was only in the last 
couple of weeks that I started trying to actually think through the logistics of this.  I 
mean, thatÕs a lot of homes, isnÕt it?  ThatÕs a lot of homes, and thatÕs a lot of lasagna.  
You do a dinner here, you do lasagna or you do spaghetti, something where thereÕs just a 
big, nasty pot, and itÕs hard to jack it up.  You want to do something big and easy.  But 
this isnÕt that time period.  This is a complex thing thatÕs occurring where youÕve got up 
to 3500 men, women and children and numbers being added to this group daily, but day 
by day by day theyÕre meeting in homes and listening to teaching.  And day by day by 
day theyÕre in awe.  TheyÕre worshiping.  TheyÕre doing miracles.  TheyÕre giving each 
other words.  TheyÕre walking with one another deeply.  This is a profound period of time 
where I donÕt know that anybody could be fringe.  Like here where we are in the Bible 
BeltÑ I donÕt lament that.  ItÕs just where God put us.  Maybe HeÕs angry; maybe HeÕs 
not.  I donÕt know.  Where we are, itÕs very, very possible to come and sit and be a part 
without ever really being a part.  Because if you look at this, I just donÕt know how that 
would be possible.  3500 people at least with people being added day after day after 
dayÑ thatÕs a lot of guys teaching, isnÕt it?  ThatÕs more than just one, two, three, four, 



five guys teaching.  Now youÕve got a lot of guys teaching, and youÕve got a lot of guys 
teaching who donÕt have a lot of background and a lot of commentaries to reference.  
YouÕve got a lot of people opening up their homes after 12-14 hour days usually working 
in the field or in the market who are opening up their homes and going, ÒCome on in.  
LetÕs keep doing this.Ó  I canÕt even imagine the different styles of worship blowing up 
across 1st century Jerusalem.  YouÕve got, that we know of, dozens and dozens of 
languages already represented.  Do you remember the story?  Peter gets up and starts to 
proclaim and everybody hears it in their own language, their own native tongue.  And so 
already in this church of 3500, youÕve got all these different languages.  Well, IÕm 
guessing they met together, and their culture might just dictate that worship occurs maybe 
a little bit different than like this group over here does.  ItÕs just a really beautiful moment 
in Christian history.   
 
And then I just canÕt imagine preparing all that food.  IÕm seriously trying to get my head 
around it, knowing what I know about the 1st century.  I just canÕt get my head around 
preparing food like this.  How many homes are open?  How many people are cooking?  
How many people are cleaning?  YouÕve got all kinds of different kinds of gifts here.  
And we havenÕt done a big series on the supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit, but youÕve 
got people who have words of knowledge; and theyÕre throwing them out.  YouÕve got 
another person who has a tongue, and then this person interprets a tongue.  And then 
youÕve got this guy over here that has a vision that he wants to share.  And youÕve got 
this guy over here that has a dream.  And then in the middle of all that, youÕve got crazy 
people who donÕt really but say they do.  You got them now, you had them then.  And if 
you have those kind of gifts, youÕre welcome here.  We believe in those kind of gifts.  If 
youÕll operate in humility, youÕll always find a warm home here.  If you pull a ÒThus 
saith the LordÓÑ everybody obeys you, or theyÕre disobedientÑ then itÕs going to be 
uncomfortable here for you.  So youÕve got all these things happening.  YouÕve got the 
apostles who are walking and going, ÒNo.  Yes.  ThatÕs not right.  DonÕt teach that 
anymore.  ThatÕs not what we believe.  Stop that.  Quit that.Ó  And youÕve got them 
managing all these things.  And if youÕll follow the rest of the book of Acts, hereÕs what 
happensÑ the gospel keeps hitting people in everyday life.  There are these business men 
that end up getting saved, and they have tons of land; and they just sell their landsÑ
pluralÑ to sow into the kingdom.  And later on, thereÕs this businesswoman named 
LydiaÑ big time, just a lot of money, lot of influence.  Big time seller of purple 
garmentsÑ which might not be there now, but it was back then.  You can sell purple 
garments now, and thereÕs probably not millions of dollars in that; but back then that was 
a dye that was very rare, very hard to get, color of royalty.  SheÕs a seeker of God.  SheÕs 
always trying to figure out who God is.  It shows up and transforms her life, and then all 
of a sudden she begins to walk in this power.  And she begins to walk in this ministry.  
And then youÕve got Roman soldiers that are getting saved.  And youÕve got those of 
CaesarÕs household that are getting saved.  And youÕve got like slaves and demon 
possessed people that are getting saved.  And every time the gospel hits one of these 
people, it just keeps pushing it forwardÑ like thereÕs this movement.  Nobody seems to 
get hit by the gospel and just stays there.  It seems like itÕs creating.  ItÕs slamming into 
souls, and itÕs moving; and itÕs creating.  And itÕs creating all sorts of different things.  
ItÕs not like, ÒThis is what happens right after you get saved.  Right after you get saved, 



this is what you do.Ó  Like some people, the gospel penetrates their heart, and they open 
up their home.  Some people, the gospel penetrates their heart, and they just start cooking 
dinner for the rest of the people.  Some people, the gospel penetrates their heart, and 
theyÕre cleaning the dishes that other people ate off of.  And some people, the gospel 
penetrates their heart, and they want to teach it so badly that thereÕs fire in their bonesÑ
they feel overwhelmed by it.  And for some people, the gospel penetrates their heart, and 
theyÕre real cerebral; and so they begin to systematize our theological doctrine.  And for 
others, the gospel hits their soul, and theyÕre like, ÒI got to get out of Jerusalem.  I am out 
of here.  IÕm going to Ephesus.  IÕm going to Corinth.  IÕve got to get out of here.  Other 
people have got to hear this.Ó  And other people, the gospel penetrates their heart, and 
they just start being able to prayÑ I mean spooky pray.  Most of us pray, but like they 
pray and stuff happens.  ThatÕs different, huh?  And I always think we should agonize 
over the fact that so little happens when we pray.  WeÕve got to get better at that.  It just 
seems like the gospel hits, and it just moves.  It just takes off, but itÕs never in the same 
direction.  Everybody has this different skill set.  And hereÕs the funny thing.  If youÕll 
read it, when the gospel penetrates their heart, they donÕt deviate from the gifts they were 
usually operating in.  ItÕs just all of a sudden thereÕs power, and it makes sense.  ItÕs like 
theyÕre gifting got freed up.  Like if you look at the apostle Paul, he was always an 
intellect.  He was always passionate.  Passion did not happen to Paul at conversion.  He 
was traveling the ancient empire killing ChristiansÑ passionate.  HeÕs an intellectÑ knew 
the law forward and backward.  Go read his rŽsumŽ: a Pharisee of Pharisees, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, circumcised on the eighth day, a Hebrew of Hebrews, in regard to the law, 
faultless.  Never blew the lawÑ had it down.  So then what happens?  Christ penetrates 
his heart.  All that passion, all that zeal, all that brain, now freed up by the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to be used for what God wired it into him for to begin with.  It just keeps moving 
and moving and moving.  
 
WeÕve been caught up in it.  You and I, weÕve got caught up in this thing too.  I want to 
try to explain it just a little bit.  Flip over to 1 Corinthians 12 with me.  I want you to see 
this.  WeÕll pick it up in verse 4.  Now the list of gifts that are going to be laid out hereÑ
theyÕre not exhaustive by any stretch of the imagination.  In fact, thereÕs two other lists 
that I know of in the New Testament alone that list out completely different gifts than the 
ones that are about to be listed here.  So this isnÕt an exhaustive list of what the gifts are; 
theyÕre just a list.  But I want you to hear this.  ÒNow there are varieties of gifts, but the 
same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties 
of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone.  To each is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.Ó  So in each one of us who believe, 
there is an external outflowing of the gospelÕs penetration into our heart for the 
upbuilding of everyone else.  When the gospel penetrates your heart and my heart, there 
is given to us by the Holy Spirit something thatÕs going to come out of us that is for the 
good of everyone else around us.  LetÕs keep going.  Verse 8.  ÒFor to one is given 
through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit...Ó  I canÕt tell you how badly I want to explain this to you 
right now.  Keep going.  Ò...to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing 
by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the 
ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 



interpretation of tongues.  All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who 
apportions to each one individually as he wills.Ó  So it ends in a very similar fashion to 
how it begins, by saying that this gifting is not so much a corporate gifting (although 
there are times corporate gifts are given) but rather gifts given individually for the 
common good.   
 
Now, hereÕs the thing I need to distinguish here.  There are two things I need to chat with 
you about.  One is that there are a variety of gifts, and a variety of services and a variety 
of activities.  I love that that oneÕs in there just in case.  Paul was brilliant at that.  If 
youÕll read through Pauline literature, heÕs brilliant at this.  He always will put one word 
at the end just in case he forgot anything.  If youÕll watch his lists, thereÕs almost always 
a word near the end of his list thatÕs kind of all encompassing.  And thatÕs what he just 
did here.  ThereÕs a variety of gifts.  ThereÕs a variety of skills.  ThereÕs a variety of 
activities (things you do), and theyÕre given individually, for all of us, for the common 
goodÑ building up the body.  Which means not all of us are going overseas to be 
missionaries.  Some of us are.  It means not all of us are going to read every book that 
ever comes out and then decide whether or not others should read it, but some of us are.  
And some of us, weÕre going to pray for hours and hours and hours but not all of us.  
Some of us are going to study and exegete Scripture like you wouldnÕt believe.  WeÕre 
going to break down word for word.  WeÕre going to learn the Greek.  WeÕre going to do 
all of that.  WeÕre going to love that.  WeÕre going to love that we have the ability to do 
that but not all of us.  Some of us are going to open up our homes and have tons of people 
in it but not all of us.  The book of Romans actually says that giving, generosity, is 
actually a gift of the Holy Spirit, that there are those who will give money away and were 
gifted by God to do that.  I know most people do not think they were.  ThatÕs another 
sermon.  But thatÕs actually a gift.  Some people have been given a lot, and theyÕve been 
given the gift of generosityÑ they just give it away.  Some of us weÕre going to love 
systematic theology, and some of us arenÕt.  Some of us are going to love acts of service.  
Like weÕre going to love to feed the homeless but not all of us.  And thatÕs okay.  ItÕs so 
important that we get that, because I think so many of us are just absolutely paralyzed 
because we see that guyÕs gift or that girlÕs gift, or what she does or what they do, and we 
feel guilty because we donÕt know how to operate in what we were meant to do, and what 
we were meant to be.  And so we think weÕre supposed to be a teacher, or we think weÕre 
supposed to love Wayne GrudamÕs biblical doctrine book.  WeÕre just supposed to hug 
that thing and write our name in it and have a picture of Wayne on our refrigerator, and 
weÕre supposed to be that guy.  But you donÕt have to be that guy; weÕve got guys like 
that hereÑ more than I want here if I was to be honest with you.  ThereÕs a variety of 
gifts, a variety of activities, but they were all given for the building up of the body.   
 
And then the thing I love about this is itÕs the same Spirit in all of us.  The same Spirit 
that makes one person open up their home is the same Spirit that makes another go 
downtown and feed the homeless.  The same Spirit that makes someone go to the same 
Starbucks, day in and day out, and know the baristaÕs name and pray for them is the same 
Spirit that makes one family pack up everything they own and move to the other side of 
the planet.  ItÕs the same Spirit working, moving, stirring.  In fact, one of the objective 
evidences of the gospel really taking root in the place is these kind of things, these 



different gifts building up the body.  Here at the Village, thereÕs a guy named Geoff, who 
is named after Geoffrey Chaucer, and you donÕt have much of a chance of not being a 
literary geek if you were named after Geoffrey Chaucer.  HeÕd just been saved a few 
years, and he has this brilliant mind and is unbelievable at writingÑ and all that stuff just 
works for him.  For me, I struggle with writing, but I can articulate with my mouth.  You 
put him on a keyboard, and heÕll work it.  And GodÕs redeemed his mind and saved his 
mind.  And heÕs a guy who, if you ever send an e-mail and ask a theological question, itÕs 
going to Geoff.  And GeoffÕs going to get that.  HeÕs going to write you a response back.  
HeÕs going to articulate a response and send it back to you.  HeÕs writing small group 
curriculum right now.  The gospel hit his heart, and what came out of him is what God 
wired in him.  ThereÕs a lady named Catherine here, and sheÕs just a pray-er.  SheÕs just 
always praying.  Sometimes in the middle of you talking to her, sheÕs just praying while 
youÕre talking to her.  IÕm like, ÒHey, IÕve got a busy day...Ó  And sheÕs already, ÒOh 
Jesus, give him strength today.Ó  And sheÕs a lady who just has the gift of prayer, and 
when she prays, things happen; and she hears well from the Lord.  And sheÕs such an 
encourager in that gift.  She can hear from the Lord.  She can say, ÒI think the Lord wants 
me to say this to you.Ó  She operates in humility.  ItÕs a gift, and it builds up the body.  
GeoffÕs gift, it builds up the body.  IÕve got so many here.  ThereÕs this group of teachers 
in DentonÑ the school that they were in was in a lot of trouble.  Their kids did not do 
well on the standardized tests.  And so they were threatened that the State was going to 
come in.  They didnÕt know what to do, so one of the teachers there just said, ÒHey, 
weÕve just got to pray.Ó  And she started gathering these other teachers in the library 
during lunch, and they just prayed.  They just prayed, and they just prayed.  And then 
other teachers started to join them.  Some teachers that werenÕt even believers; they 
would just come and sit down and watch this group pray.  And then the kids took the test 
and blew the test up.  They did amazing on it.  And this is just some of our people.  There 
are over two hundred fifty men and women at the Village Church who mentor in schools 
all across this area.  TheyÕre just giving up their time mentoring students.  Now we donÕt 
have to all mentor students, but some are.  ThereÕs a girl at the University of North Texas 
named Katie, who is an art student.  Just a couple of weeks ago, she opened up basically 
a gallery at her house where she hung up all her art; and she invited her neighbors, her 
peers, her profs and her friends.  She just had this night where thereÕs her art hanging up, 
and sheÕs building relationships.  She actually put a tip jar out.  It made $30Ñ gave to the 
Flower Mound expansion campaign.  And she just had this really beautiful night where 
her gift, the gift of art, was able to flow outÑ the gospel flew out of her.  It moved her to 
create, and then she invited others in to be built up by what God created through her gift.  
ThereÕs like over one hundred fifty men and women here at the Village who are home 
group leaders who open up their house every week, every other week.  They study.  They 
prepare.  They look over notes.  They get ready.  Some of them cook meals.  Some of 
them cook meals every week.  Some just have some coffee and some cake, but still thatÕs 
a night of the week that they have families that they have other things, but theyÕre 
opening up their homes.  The gospel has penetrated their heart, and so now they donÕt 
care.  ÒOkay, itÕs Tuesday night, letÕs open up the house.  ItÕs Thursday night, letÕs open 
up the house.Ó  Claude and Celeste.  Claude works 60-70 hours a week and runs the pre-
marital program here and meets with other older couples who can engage other couples.  
HeÕs also heavily involved in Compassion International.  TheyÕve adopted, I donÕt even 



know, 6 billion kids or something.  And heÕs a guy who flies to Africa, and he flies to 
Guatemala constantly.  He doesnÕt get paid to do that.  HeÕs not a guy like me who sits 
behind a desk, and you pay me to do what I do.  He works a job like you, and has been so 
moved by the gospel of Christ that heÕs willing to keep his temperature set at a certain 
temperature and drive a certain kind of car that gets this kind of gas mileage all to free up 
capital so that he might love the poor.  TheyÕre all over our church.  Jeff and CherylÑ
God just restored their marriage.  They were divorced, and God restored it.  Now they 
open up their home, maybe every night of the week.  TheyÕre constantly doing these 
sacred marriage small groups where they get couples together who have marriages that 
are in distress and just pour into and love them.  And theyÕre this example of what 
happens in the gospel, that He can reconcile through the most painful of circumstances.  
ThereÕs a nameless manÑ and IÕm keeping him nameless for my own safety, who with 
his wifeÑ beautiful older couple, has funded a school in inner-city Dallas for very 
troubled young men and women.  And they have funded it as well as given their time to 
teach at it.  ThereÕs a group of dentists and oral surgeons who head to Romania and other 
parts of the world.  ThereÕs a group headed to Sudan in JuneÑ weÕll be telling you more 
about that so that you can pray.  ItÕs not the safest place on the planet right now.  ThereÕs 
a man named Randy and Cindy whose marriage was on the rocks, and the gospel 
intervened.  Now they teach at our Recovery, are very involved at our Recovery.  ThereÕs 
Scott and Amanda and dozens of others who open up their home to foster kids.  And 
those who canÕt open up their homes to foster kids open up their homes on the weekends 
so that those who do foster care can give the foster kids to that house for the weekend so 
they can go breathe a little bit.  ThereÕs a group of business men who go downtown and 
feed the homeless and care for the homeless.  ThereÕs a group that heads down to the 
Amazon.  ThereÕs a woman named Elaine, whoÕs a nurse, whoÕs headed to Liberia in 
June.  Bob and JulieÑ BobÕs a surgeon, he heads to Kenya this summer.  Shane and 
Alison adopted little Moses from Zambia, and God has so moved and impressed and 
stirred on their heart.  TheyÕre moving there later this summer also.  We have an Asia 
team thatÕs just getting back.  Most of them are already home.  YouÕre probably already 
starting to see some of them.  The entirety of the team will be home soon.  As soon as 
everyoneÕs home, weÕll pull them up on stage and say, ÒThese are men and womenÑ the 
gospel penetrated their hearts, and theyÕve just said, ÔThe gospel is better.  Jesus is better.  
This thing is better.ÕÓ  And I donÕt want to over-romanticize this thing.  ItÕs been hard for 
every one of these.  There have been sacrifices made for every one of these.  ThereÕs 
been areas of pain for every one of these, but the gospel is better than life.  It is, so it just 
keeps moving them.  ThereÕs a guy named Jay who owns like an industrial playground 
company.  Like not that ghetto one you built in your backyard, the one thatÕs probably 
not all that safe, the one you had to just rig just a little bit so itÕs even, so the kid didnÕt 
swing into the slide.  He makes like the kinds for schools and things like that, and the 
business just got really successful.  And the gospel began to weigh on his heart, transform 
his heart, so what he started doing is with some of the profits that this company was 
making, is he started donating these industrial-sized playgrounds to orphanages in Israel, 
in Africa, in South America.  The gospel penetrated his heart.  And guess what?  He 
didnÕt become a preacher/teacher.  Guess what?  He didnÕt go to seminary.  No, he 
continues to do this very profitable business, but he does it now for the glory of Christ.  
ThereÕs a young man named Paul here whoÕs in corporate real estate who, with a couple 



of his buddies, just head down to Haiti a couple of times every yearÑ and not to vacation, 
but to love on the poor and the afflicted in Haiti.  And this is just me off the top of my 
head.  I didnÕt make any calls to gather this.  I didnÕt go, ÒHey, tell me whatÕs going on in 
your department.  Hey, whatÕs going on over here?Ó  This is just what we know.  There 
are hundreds and hundreds of other stories in other lives that are going on in this place 
that I couldnÕt tell you about.  But itÕs happening because the gospel penetrated their 
heartsÑ and loveÑ weÕve taught it from day one hereÑ love is not static.  It creates.  And 
it moves, and it pushes forward. 
 
Look over in Ephesians 4, because thereÕs two things I want to address in all of this.  
WeÕll pick it up in verse 15.  ÒRather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in 
every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and 
held together by every joint with which it is equipped...Ó  All those variety of gifts, all 
those variety of passions, all those variety of activities.  Ò...when each part is working 
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.Ó  So when the gospel 
penetrates our heart and begins to overflow out of us, and we open up our home; or we go 
to the other side of the world; or we feed homeless; or we use our business for the glory 
of GodÑ on and on we could go hereÑ in all of these things, whatÕs happening is the 
building up of the body.  Like what Geoff does, it builds up the body.  What Catherine 
does, it builds up the body.  What Paul does, it builds up the body.  The testimony of the 
Asia team, it builds up the body.  Those dentists, those doctors, those families, all these 
stories that we went throughÑ we could have done dozens moreÑ they build up the body.  
They encourage.  They challenge.  One of the reasons we wanted to start showing you 
testimonies on the screen week in and week out is so that you would see, so that you 
would be encouraged, so that you would be stirred, so that the gospel might churn in you 
and create.  Two things I want to address.  One, and the most serious: What if thereÕs no 
movement?  What if we know about Jesus, and we can say, no, Jesus is this; and what if 
weÕve had those moments in the past where thereÕs been movement in the past but right 
now, where we are, where our lives are, thereÕs just no movement.  ThereÕs no energy.  
ThereÕs no vitality.  ThereÕs no zeal.  We just feel stuck?  You been there?  So what do 
we do then?  Well, thatÕs a whole other sermon.  ItÕs a whole other series of sermons.  
Because thereÕs a lot of different things that could be playing out there.  You could be 
confused about what the gospel really is.  You could be trying to do this yourself, just 
trying to be good and religious.  ThatÕs a really horrible place to be.  There might be 
bitterness and unforgiveness in your heart.  ThatÕs going to really short-circuit some of 
these things.  There could be anger.  There could be hurt, deep-seated hurt.  YouÕve been 
wounded.  YouÕve been punched in the soul.  There could be a sin issue in your lifeÑ just 
blatant, you know it.  We donÕt know it because youÕre keeping it a secret.  But you know 
it.  ItÕs habitual.  ItÕs constant.  You canÕt shake it.  ThatÕs going to affect some of these 
things.  ThatÕs why week after week after week, I talk to you about Recovery here at the 
Village.  And IÕm not a Recovery junkie, and I donÕt think that it will solve everything, 
but hereÕs what it is: ItÕs discipleship on steroids.  I can promise you that.  It is big, nasty 
discipleship.  And those groups in Recovery, what all our groups should look like: open, 
honest, getting to heart issues.  And so if this is you, if thereÕs no movement right now, if 
youÕve just kind of hit that place where everything, itÕs stagnant, and itÕs dry; and itÕs not 
movingÑ then theyÕve got a table out thereÑ Recovery at the Village.  They just started 



another step study in Denton.  TheyÕll start another one in Highland Village here in just 
another month.  This is that place you can plug into.  This is a place that can help you 
identify.  Sometimes you just need a guide.  I did.  And listen.  Let me just say this so you 
know.  Going through the steps and doing Recovery, it doesnÕt necessarily free you from 
whatever your problem is, but along the way, youÕll get to know Jesus more and more 
and more.  And I can promise you this.  The more you know Jesus, the less power thatÕll 
have, whatever that is.  ThatÕs issue number one out of this that I wanted to talk with you 
about and the most important. 
 
HereÕs issue number two.  My first Wednesday night here at the Village, five and a half 
years ago now, there were like 20 of us here.  Seriously.  Wednesday night.  About 20 or 
30 of us here.  And I sat up on the front row, and a man named Dan Kemp, who was one 
of our elders, and he now runs a ministry up in Oklahoma, basically Sherman and all that 
up thereÑ I was sitting on our front row, and I was just praying while he was doing some 
introduction kind of thing.  And I got this picture in my head.  HereÕs what the picture is.  
I got the picture of a man sitting on a recliner, and his feet were up.  And he was 
watching like a big screen television, and he had a cigarette just kind of loosely hanging 
out of his mouth.  I have a vivid imagination.  And that picture in my mind just felt real 
heavy, real oppressed.  So I just kind of prayed and said, ÒOkay, I donÕt know this man in 
my head.  What is this?Ó  And I just kind of felt the Lord going, ÒHeÕs out there.Ó  And so 
I got up.  There are some of you in this room who were in that room with me.  I got up, 
and hereÕs what I said: ÒHeÕs out there.  ThereÕs a guy out there, and heÕs out there right 
now.  And his home is just heavy, and itÕs oppressed.  And thereÕs no freedom there, and 
thereÕs no joy there; and thereÕs no worship there.  And itÕs thick, and he hates it; and 
GodÕs going to save him.  HeÕs going to save him.  HeÕs going to transform his heart.  
HeÕs going to infuse his home with joy.  ItÕs going to happen.Ó  And the truth is, five and 
a half years later, hundreds of you are that guy.  Hundreds of you are men and women 
who were in that state, in that place, and because of the gospel moving through a variety 
of gifts and a variety of activities and a variety of peopleÕs lives, youÕve come to be set 
free by the gospel of Jesus Christ.  So hereÕs what I wanted to say to you tonight, which 
leads us into what weÕre trying to do over at the AlbertsonÕs: heÕs still out there.  
Hundreds of them, thousands of themÑ theyÕre still out there, created by God to worship 
Him, but instead worshiping really petty, temporary, empty things.  So if you want to 
know why itÕs time to leave this really beautiful, ornate, red brick building and head over 
to the Flower Mound campus, the old AlbertsonÕs, to move into a new 1,400 seat 
auditorium, itÕs because heÕs still out there.  And there are hundreds of them trying to get 
in here, and we have to turn them away.  If you want to know why, without any shame, 
IÕm going, ÒWe need $3 million by May 17th and 18th, and we need faith pledges that 
are going to get us to $10 million in the next three years.Ó  You want to know why I can 
stand up here without shame, say that and ask for that?  Because heÕs still out there.  Do 
you know why weÕre designing the preschool space like it is and the childrenÕs space like 
it is?  Because heÕs got kids.  And if he loves his kids anything like I like mine, then we 
need him and her to feel safe dropping them off.  And we need when their kids leave this 
place, to go, ÒI know my teacherÕs name, and I know the group of kids that I sat withÓÑ
not walking into a group of 500-600 where they get swallowed up.  TheyÕre loved on 
individually, prayed for, talked to individually.  Do you know why this Flower Mound 



thingÕs so important?  Listen, hopefully you know already.  IÕd do this for the rest of my 
life in this building.  I love this building.  Do you know how many cool, unbelievable, 
God-saturated, Holy Spirit things have occurred in this place?  IÕm probably going to 
have a good day of weeping when itÕs time to move.  IÕll go all weird and reflective and 
just kind of sit in here in my drawers with my journal.  That was probably too much.  I 
apologize for that.  ItÕs because heÕs still out there.  Shoot, some of you are in here 
tonight already, youÕre here.  So thatÕs why IÕm not ashamed, thatÕs why IÕm not bothered 
to stand up here and go, ÒLook, weÕve got 3-4 weeks leftÑ $3 million cash and then faith 
promises to get us through $7 million in the next three years.Ó  Why?  To build a 
kingdom unto ourselves?  ItÕs a grocery store.  ThatÕs not kingdom building.  If youÕre 
just kind of bitter, a bitter church person, you wonÕt get judged for that hereÑ most of us 
are recovering from that.  But you canÕt say weÕre kingdom building.  WeÕre not burning 
cash, and weÕre not backing off of what weÕre doing missionally.  In fact, weÕre about to 
monumentally increase it.  Why can we not be ashamed about that, not be worried about 
it?  Because heÕs out there.  And it wasnÕt long ago that I was the one who was out there, 
but Jeff Faircloth, using a variety of gifts and activities, walked up to me after football 
practice and started sharing the gospel with me.  And he took me to this roomÑ it was 
actually a family life center which is a fancy Baptist phrase for gym.  ThatÕs true.  Swear.  
Go to any Baptist church.  Family life center equals gymnasium.  And we went in the 
gym, and it was called ÒJesus and Me.Ó  And we walked in there singing songs, and I just 
sat in there and drank it all in.  There was a room for me to walk into.  I was out there.  
You were out there.  Somebody else made the sacrifice.  Somebody else used their 
variety of gifts.  Somebody else spent their money to open up.  You know youÕre in here 
right now; youÕre sitting in this room right now, whether youÕre in Denton or Highland 
Village, because someone gave a big amount of money to knock out walls, to add chairs, 
to fix air conditioning units, to repave a back field so that you would have a place to park.  
YouÕre in here now because somebody already did it.  So itÕs your turn, because heÕs out 
there.  And if we stop caring about him, then weÕre going to shrivel up and die.  If we 
stop caring about him and just care about usÑ well, itÕs over.  We just donÕt know it yet. 
 
LetÕs pray.  ÒThereÕs so much on my heart tonight, Father.  ItÕs hard for me to pray here.  
I want to pray for those who feel stagnant and stuck.  I want to pray that You would kill 
off some pride in them so they can move, so they can get help so theyÕd freely maybe 
walk up to that Recovery table.  My prayer is that You would let people walk in their 
gifts and not feel guilty that they donÕt have some gift that they view, for whatever weird 
reason, as higher or better, but that they might enjoy and love their place, whether thatÕs 
opening a home or helping park cars or just being a godly man at the office.  And I want 
to pray for the man in the recliner.  I know heÕs probably not really in a recliner.  I know 
he might not even be a man, but he or sheÑ theyÕre out there, and all the hurt that can 
exist when other things are worshiped besides you is there.  And itÕs evident, and itÕs 
destructive.  And You have such sufficient grace, such a passion to be worshiped.  So I 
pray for them.  And I pray about the Flower Mound building.  I pray for $3 million here 
in next four weeks.  I pray for $7 million over the next three years.  I pray that this would 
be a generous body.  I pray that You would protect us from all the little nuances of 
moving and changing and all of that, God.  But we need space, and YouÕve given us a 
building; so I trust that YouÕll give us the funds to get in it.  We love You, sweet King.  



Help us.  ItÕs for Your beautiful name.  Amen.Ó 
 
 
 


